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Introduction 
The legislature is an assemblage of the representatives of the people elected under a legal framework 

to make laws for the good health of the society. It is also defined as "the institutional body responsible 

for making laws for a nation and one through which the collective will of the people or part of it is 

articulated, expressed and implemented". 

The legislature controls through legislation  all economic,  social and political activities of the state. It  

is also mandated to scrutinize the policies of the Executive and provides the framework for  the 

Judiciary to operate. Democracy cannot exist in any meaningful form or manner without the  

legislature. Indeed, the legislature is at the very heart of any democratic arrangement or what scholars 

often refer to as "representative  governance". 

The significance of the legislature as one of the strong pillars of democratic governance (the others 

being the Executive and Judiciary), can therefore, be discerned from Abraham Lincoln's classical 

definition of democracy as "government of the people, by the people and for the people".1 Central 

to this definition is the existence of the representatives of the people, due to the technical impossibility 

of all the people ruling and carrying on the business of government, at the same time, as was the  

original thinking in the famous Greek City  States.2 

Holding  Government Accountable 

The legislature, through its oversight functions, holds the Ministries, Departments and Agencies 

accountable to the public. Since it has the responsibility to appropriate and allocate funds to the various 

government institutions for their operations, it naturally follows that the legislature must oversee these 

institutions to ensure that the public get value for their money and also ensure  that these institutions  

are run in accordance with the laws of the  land. 

Protection of the Interests of the People 

Effective legislatures connect people to their government by giving them a place where their needs can 

be properly articulated. Prime responsibility of the public representative sitting in the legislature is to 

protect and defend the interests and rights of the constituents. Moreover, a true representative of the 

people ensures that the dividends of democracy are attracted to the respective constituencies and they 

serve the best interests of the  people. 

The legislature is a highly misunderstood institution in our country today. Because it is misunderstood 

as a result of crisis of expectations, it has also become highly maligned even by those  who  should 

know better. 

Most often, people confuse the roles of the executive with that of the legislature. The doctrine of 

separation of powers enshrined in our Constitution which assigns different responsibilities to different 

arms of government does not seem to make any sense to most Pakistanis who expect the legislators to 

provide roads, schools, bridges, markets, hospitals, electricity, water, etc, in the community, even when 

this does not fall within the purview of the  legislature. 

The provision of such social infrastructure falls within the ambit of executive functions which after 

the 18th Constitutional Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan 1973 have now been devolved to 
 

 

 

1 The Gettysburg Address of 1863, 

2 (Lowi, Ginsberg,  Shepsle, 2008:117-128). 
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In the first phase, in order to get the data for comprehensive performance analysis of  KP Assembly 
members, a number of information requests under KP RTI Act, 2013 were filed to KP Provincial 
Assembly. Some of the information, such as Standing Committees record was provided in printed 
form and for all other information, the Assembly Secretariat referred to consult Assembly website, 
where they have uploaded all the relevant information. Therefore, all the data referred in this report 
is primarily taken from KP assembly website accessed at different times and data set used is till June, 
2016. For non-legislative business, the website was last accessed in October, 2016, and for legislative 
business, it was last accessed in February, 2017. 
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KP Assembly Composition 
Total number of seats in KP assembly is 124. There are 22 reserved seats for women which comes to 

around 18% of the total number of  seats. 
 

Parliamentary Parties in KP Assembly 
Government Alliances 

 

 
PTI (60) 
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